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Information about Officeholders and Candidates

1. Official profiles of state legislators on the Web. 

Assembly: http://assembly.ca.gov/assemblymembers 
State Senate: http://senate.ca.gov/senators 
2. Biographies and policy position surveys for incumbents and challengers: http://votesmart.org
3. Name searches the major newspapers and blogs that cover California politics:

1. http://www.latimes.com, and http://www.latimes.com/local/political/
2. sacbee.com and http://www.latimes.com/local/political/ and http://c3.thevoterguide.org/v/sacbee14/race-index.do
3. http://www.mercurynews.com
4. http://www.sfchronicle.com and http://www.sfchronicle.com/local/politics-policy/
5. http://www.utsandiego.com and http://www.utsandiego.com/news/local-topics/politics/
Legislative Scorecards

1. [Scorecards of Voting Records of California Legislators]. Scorecards from a sampling of organizations: 

a. California Chamber of Commerce. http://www.calchamber.com/GovernmentRelations/AdvocacyResources/Pages/LegislatorVoteRecord.aspx
b. California League of Conservation Voters. Online from 1988 www.ecovote.org/scorecard/ 

c. Sierra Club Scorecards https://california2.sierraclub.org/news/reportcards#.VFaXrL6Fbdk 
d. Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association http://www.hjta.org/legislative/report-cards/

e. Gun Owners of California. http://www.gunownersca.com/images/PDF/voterguides/2010-FallVoterGuide.pdf. 

f. National Organization for Women. California Chapter.Online from 1997 canow.org/. Enter "Legislative Report Card" in the search box on the homepage for the list of scorecards. 

District Maps and Profiles

1. Demographic and Economic Information on Districts
1. http://www.centerforjobs.org/profiles/assembly/
2. http://www.centerforjobs.org/profiles/senate/
2. Party Registration by District
1. http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/ror/ror-pages/15day-general-2014/
3. Legislative District Maps:
1. http://wedrawthelines.ca.gov/maps-final-draft-assembly-districts.html
Election Statistics and Campaign Finance
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Statement of the Vote/Election Returns. Print. Official election statistics from the California Secretary of State. (On the Web, June 1992 onward: http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/sov/2012-general/
2. Report of Registration. Print. Official voter registration statistics from the California Secretary of State. On the Web, Jan. 1999 onward: www.ss.ca.gov/elections/elections_u.htm 
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Cal-Access - California Automated Lobbying and Campaign Contribution & Expenditure Search System. Online cal-access.ss.ca.gov/. 2000 primary election onward. Detailed campaign finance information from the California Secretary of State. Names of individual donors and the amounts contributed. Candidates or committees raising or spending $50,000 or more are required to file. (The filing threshold was $100,000 for the 2000 primary--the first time the system was used.)
Total contributions and expenditures for specific races are available from the Cal-Access Advanced Reports page; select the Summary Reports for ballot measures, candidates or political parties. 
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Follow the Money Online www.followthemoney.org/. Institute on Money in State Politics. Database for tracking interest group campaign contributions in state elections. California coverage begins with 1998. 

5. Selected Campaign Financing Analyses. Print. California Secretary of State. Mostly gross totals raised and spent; little or no information on individual contributors. (On the Web, 1996-1998: www.ss.ca.gov/prd/campaign_info/financing_analyses/list_camp_rpts.htm 
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OpenSecrets.org. Online www.opensecrets.org/. Center for Responsive Politics. Extensive database on campaign finance at the federal and state levels. Search by candidate and donor names and by geographic area, including zipcode. Highly recommended! 

7. PoliticalMoneyLine. Online www.tray.com/. Major site for federal campaign finance data. Includes databases searchable by candidate name and donor. 

8. Campaign Finance Reports and Data. Online www.fec.gov/1996/sdrindex.htm. Federal Election Commission data in HTML format. Also includes an image database of the actual financial reports filed by campaigns and committees for presidential and House races. 

Initiative Text, Arguments, and Endorsements

1. Guide to this year’s ballot measures, as well as those in 2012 and 2010: http://californiachoices.org
2. Secretary of State’s website for propositions:  http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/elections_j.htm
3. Guides to ballot measures in 2008 and 2006
http://igs.berkeley.edu/library/research/quickhelp/elections/2008primary_feb/endorsements.html
http://igs.berkeley.edu/library/research/quickhelp/elections/2008general/endorseNOV2008.html

http://www.igs.berkeley.edu/library/election2006/endorse2006.htm
Public Opinion Polls

1. [image: image5.png]


Field Poll. Print. Online from Jan. 1993 field.com/fieldpollonline/subscribers/. Leading statewide California poll. Question-level data available online via the Social Sciences Data Collection at UC San Diego: gort.ucsd.edu/calpol/ 
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California Opinion Index. Print. Online from Jan. 1993 field.com/fieldpollonline/subscribers/. Subject-based cumulations of the Field Polls, including summaries of voting trends in November elections. 
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Los Angeles Times Poll. Online at the LA Times: www.latimes.com/news/custom/timespoll/, or via NewsBank or Lexis-Nexis Academic. 
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PPIC Statewide Surveys (Public Policy Institute of California). Print and online http://www.ppic.org/main/series.asp?i=12 Public opinion survey series on various topics. 
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Poll Track (UC only). (National Journal Group's Policy Central). Online nationaljournal.com/members/polltrack/. Excellent site for polls on presidential, Senate, House and gubernatorial races. 

6. The Polling Report. See pollingreport.com/. 

7. Zogby International. Online www.zogby.com. Some free polling data provided. See, e.g., the Special Feature section. 



Current Awareness Sources
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California Journal. Print and online in LexisNexis Academic.  Monthly. Leading review of California politics and policy. Ceased publication with the Jan. 2005 issue. (Available in the Main Library Stacks, JK8701 .C33) 
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Rough & Tumble. Online www.rtumble.com/. "A daily snapshot of California public policy and politics." 

3. CalNews.com. Online www.calnews.com/. California news service. 

4. Politics1.com Online www.politics1.com/. One of many sites tracking national politics and elections. 

Online Policy Collections
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[Publications of California Public Interest Organizations and Agencies]. A sampling: 

a. California Budget Project. www.cbp.org/ 

b. EdSource. www.edsource.org/ 

c. Legislative Analyst's Office. www.lao.ca.gov/ 

d. Public Policy Institute of California. www.ppic.org/ 

e. [Additional Organizations and Agencies]. Check the IGS Library's California Links Gallery. Check especially the Academic and Research Sites and Public Policy sections. 

2. Public Agenda Online. Online www.publicagenda.org/. "A nonpartisan, nonprofit public opinion research and citizen education organization." Presents an array of public policy issues in a "balanced and easy-to-understand way." 

General Statistical Sources

1. California Demographic Research Unit Reports. Online http://www.dof.ca.gov/research/demographic/reports/view.php  Population estimates and projections for California counties and cities. Some breakdowns by age, race and ethnicity. 

2. California Statistical Abstract. Print and online www.dof.ca.gov/html/fs_data/stat-abs/sa_home.htm). 
3. California County Projections. Print. Center for the Continuing Study of the California Economy. Projections of population and economic growth by county. (SSH Reference Desk,  HC107.C2 C247 ) 
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American Factfinder. Online factfinder.census.gov/servlet/BasicFactsServlet. 2000 census database from the U.S. Census Bureau. Search for socio-economic statistics by city and county. 

5. County and City Extra. Print. Updates the U.S. Census Bureau's County and City Data Book. Broad range of statistics from federal government sources. (SSH Reference Desk,  HA203.C68G) 

6. Statistical Abstract of the United States. Print, CD-ROM and online www.census.gov/statab/www/. 
7. Uniform Crime Reports. Print and online www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm. FBI. Crime in the United States series includes city-level crime rates, etc. 
8. Lexis-Nexis Statistical. Online web.lexis-nexis.com/statuniv. Detailed index to numerous federal statistical sources. Provides full-text access to the Statistical Abstract of the United States. 

News Sources
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Lexis-Nexis Academic (UC only). Online web.lexis-nexis.com/universe/form/academic/s_guidednews.html. The Lexis-Nexis full-text online news service for academic users. Includes hundreds of newspaper, legal, and business information sources.
To search leading newspapers across the U.S. (e.g., New York Times, Washington Post), select General News in the "Step One: Select a News Category" box. Then select Major Papers in the "Step Two: Select a News Source" box.
To search newspapers in California or the west, select U.S. News in the "Step One: Select a News Category" box. Then select California News Sources or Western Regional Sources in the "Step Two: Select a News Source" box.
Enter appropriate keywords in the "Step Three" boxes.
Set the Date Range in Step Four; the default is "Previous six months."
From the navigation bar on the main search page also try Reference, then Biographical Information for profiles of incumbents and candidates. 
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America's Newspapers (NewsBank) (UC only). Online uclibs.org/PID/23120. Full-text access to 300 U.S. newspapers, over 25 from California, including the Los Angeles Times from 1985 onward and the Sacramento Bee from 1984 onward. Lexis-Nexis includes only the most recent six months of the Los Angeles Times, and the Sacramento Bee only from Jan. 2002 onward. 

3. SF Gate Search. Online www.sfgate.com/search/. Full-text access to the San Francisco Chronicle/Examiner from 1995 onward. 

4. [Other News Options]. Most newspapers and local TV news bureaus now put highlights of current news on the Web--limited backfiles in most cases. Check these lists for newspaper and TV news sites: 

NewsLink: www.newslink.org/news.html 

NewspaperLinks - Newspaper Association of America: www.newspaperlinks.com/home.cfm 

Internet Public Library Online Newspapers: www.ipl.org/reading/news/ 

U.S. Television Station Search: tv.zap2it.com/resources/ 

5. Periodicals/Newspapers/Microform Room, ground floor, Main Library. Receives over 200 newspapers on microfilm. Use microfilm versions for graphics (pictures, charts, etc.); full-text services such as Lexis-Nexis are text only. 

