Political Science 30, Political Inquiry

Homework Project #1

Due Date: Wednesday, April 13, at the beginning of lecture.  
Note: You must complete this assignment by yourself, and may not work in groups.
Part A. Hypotheses and Experiments

Question #1.

    “Voters will be more likely to support anti-immigrant candidates when their nation’s economy performs poorly.”  

a. In this hypothesis, state the independent variable, and give examples of two values that it can take on.


b. State the dependent variable, and give two values that it can take on.


c. Propose one intervening variable that could complete the causal path between the independent variable and the dependent variable.

Question #2.

  
This question focuses on the paper, “The Effects of Canvassing, Telephone Calls, and Direct Mail on Voter Turnout,” by Alan Gerber and Don Green. 
a. What kind of study is this: a natural experiment, a randomized experiment, or a quasi-experiment?  Please give an answer, define that type of experiment, and explain why this paper is an example of that type of experiment.

b. Green and Gerber begin their paper by critiquing past studies of the impact of voter contact on voter mobilization.  On the first page, they argue that, “If parties direct their appeals disproportionately to committed partisans, those most likely to vote will also be most likely to receive contact, and the apparent link between contact and turnout may be spurious.”  What is the confound that plagues these past studies?

c. How does Green and Gerber’s research design rule out that confound? 
d. Table 4 presents their main findings.  What is the evidence that personal contacts caused voters to turn out?  Which type of appeal appeared to be most effective?  
Part B. Data Project
Throughout the four homework projects, you will test a hypothesis of your own devising.  In this homework assignment, we will not ask you to open any datasets or perform any analysis with SPSS – which is a good thing, since we have not taught you how to do that yet.  We will do so in the Week 4 sections, April 20-22nd, which will meet in Sequoyah Hall 142.   For now, you need to choose which dataset to use, and you need to state the hypothesis that you will test in the three assignments that will follow.  These three datasets are:

• ANES 2012.  This is the National Election Study, which surveyed a random sample of 2,054 Americans over the course of the last election season, asking them about their characteristics, their political opinions, and their voting behavior.  All of the variables contained in this dataset are listed and described in Understanding Political Science Statistics Using SPSS Manual pp. 133-147. The only variables that you can pick as the dependent variable for your hypothesis are the feeling thermometer ratings: V15, V16, V17, V18, V19, V71, V72, V74, V75, V75B, V76, V77, V78, V79, V80, V81, V81M, or V81T.   

• Congress 2008.  This is a dataset describing each of America’s 435 congressional district, as they were drawn in 2008.  It provides information on district demographics, campaign spending, how citizens voted in congressional elections, and how Representatives voted on the floor of congress.  All of the variables contained in this dataset are listed and described in Understanding Political Science Statistics Using SPSS Manual, pp. 147-149.  You may pick any variables in this dataset as the dependent variable in your hypothesis EXCEPT STATE, STATENO, CD, MEMBER, INC08, or PARTY08.  
• Eurobarometer 69.  This dataset reports the results of a survey of 26,661 residents who live in each of the 27 nations that make up the European Union.  The survey asks them about their personal characteristics, their policy preferences, and whether they take part in European Parliament elections.  All of the variables contained in this dataset are listed and described in Understanding Political Science Statistics Using SPSS Manual pp. 155-161.  The only variables that you can pick as the dependent variable for your hypothesis are: V22 or V24.  
Question #3.

a. In one sentence, state the hypothesis that you plan to test using one of the datasets.

b. In a short paragraph, provide some justification for the causal mechanism in your hypothesis (in other words, tell us your theory and why you think you’ll be right).

c. List your independent variable or variables, and give at least two examples of the values that each independent variable might take on.   

d. List your dependent variable, and give at least two examples of the values that it might take on.  
