Political Science 30, Political Inquiry, Homework Project #2
Due Date: Monday, May 9th, at the beginning of lecture.  

Note: You must complete Part A of this assignment by yourself.  However, feel free to help each other figure out how to use the SPSS commands to complete Part B individually.  
Part A. Sampling and Polling Statistics 
Question #1.  I want to find out what the undergraduate student body thinks about the planned demolition of the International Center.  So I head over there and set up a booth next to the entrance of the Friends of the International Center Retail Shop.  I ask everyone who passes by whether or not they the demolition, and get 500 responses.  

a. Do you think that the sample statistics from this study will closely approximate the population parameters?  If not, use two or more terms that we have learned in this course to tell me what is wrong with my sampling scheme.  (These terms should not include “sampling bias” or “sampling variability.”) 

b. Will my sampling scheme lead to sampling bias?  Will it lead to sampling variability?  Explain.   
 
Question #2.  Suppose that the university hires a professionally polling firm to conduct a better survey by interviewing a random sample of 1200 UCSD students, and finds that 45% of them favor the demolition.  Assuming that the poll drew a truly random sample, what is the margin of error for this estimate?  (State your final answer in percentages, after converting to proportions in order to calculate the margin of error.  Feel free to use a calculator.)


Question #3. In Michael Kagay’s article “A Sample of a Sample,” the author explains how the New York Times conducts its polls.

a. What are three steps that these pollsters take to ensure that their sample will be representative of the population?

b. Even if the pollsters follow all of these steps and assemble a truly random sample, their sample statistics will not necessary be the same as the true population parameters.  Why?  
Question #4.  Which Democratic candidate do you think won a majority of Latino voters in Nevada, and why do you think that?
Part B. Data Project
 
Question #5. This step of the data project asks you to use the SPSS software to open up the dataset that you chose.  You are going to use the same hypothesis that you proposed in Homework Project #1, unless your TA has suggested that you use a revised hypothesis. 


To access the software, you can go to Sequoyah 142, or you can download it from https://tritoned.ucsd.edu.  There is a set of instructions on that site which will walk you through the download, if you have any problems.  

Note: Some of you, especially if you are using the Eurobarometer dataset, are using variables where respondents who said that they “don’t know” were given either a high or a low value of the variable.  For instance, in the SPPS Manual, this would look like: 

V1 
QA3 LIFE SATISFACTION

1. Very satisfied

2. Fairly satisfied

3. Not very satisfied

4. Not at all satisfied

5. Don’t know (0.5%)

Setting aside the question of why some people don’t know whether or not they are satisfied in life, you need to recode those “don’t know” cases as missing data.  Otherwise, when you compute summary statistics on this variable, SPSS will think of them as people who are very dissatisfied, because they take on the value of “5.” For a the above variable, named “V1,” we can take all of the cases where the variable takes on the value of 5 and recode them as missing data by saying:
RECODE V1 (5=SYSMIS).

What this is telling SPSS is “Recode the variable V1 in the following way: if the variable takes on the value of “5,” then change that to ‘system missing.’”

Follow this syntax for your variable, substituting the name of the variable for V1 and the value that marks missing values in place of 5. 

a. Pick one of your independent variables.  Tell us whether it is a nominal, ordinal, interval, or ratio variable.  “Describe” it by giving us a measure of central tendency (mode, median, or mean) AND a measure of dispersion (range or standard deviation) that you think is appropriate.  Let SPSS calculate these for you.

b. Provide the same information (type of variable, measure of central tendency, measure of dispersion) for your dependent variable.  

